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ADEN PROTECTORATE. 27 Dec.—Yemen. It was announced that 
British and Yemeni officers who had met at Awabil to investigate frontier 
disorders had agreed: (1) that the Yemeni authorities would cause al] 
dissident Shueibis, including the ex-Shueibi sheikh, to be removed from 
the frontier; (2) that both Governments would withdraw all soldiers 
from the frontier; (3) that each Government would appoint one ob- 
server, but not from the Shueibi or Mureisi tribes; (4) that both sides 
would stop fighting forthwith ; (5) that a committee of four, consisting of 
two members appointed by each Government, should investigate com. 
pensation claims, and that compensation be paid subsequently in accor- 
dance with their findings; (6) that compensation would be paid for the 
damage caused to Mureisi property within the Yemen by accidental 
bombing. 

Jan.—It was learned that at discussions held between Qadhi 
Mohamed es Shami and the British Agent in the western Aden Protec- 
torate, in the presence of the Sultan of Lahej, the Qadhi had stated that 
he had removed Mohamed Shahir and other dissidents from the 
frontier and had warned the Qubati tribesmen living along the Yemen 
border against causing disturbances. The dissident Taleb al Quweibi 
had submitted to the Sultan. 

Discussion of the situation on the Beihan—Yemen frontier, held be- 
tween the Qadhi and the British Agent, had resulted in the Qadhi agree- 
ing to restore some camels looted from Beihan tribesmen, and in agree- 
ment to hold another meeting to settle the question of the murders com- 
mitted among Masabein tribesmen in the Yemen and Beihan. ‘The 
Qadhi had also agreed to expedite fulfilment of the settlement between 
Ahl Awadh and Ahl al Fagam (concluded early in 1954). 


ALBANIA. 27 Dec.—Albanian-Italian trade agreement (see Jtaly). 


ARGENTINA. 17 Dec.—Arrests. It was learned that Sefior Luis 
_ Luchia Puig, owner of the Roman Catholic newspaper El Pueblo, and 
his son-in-law, Sefior Jorge C. Dussol, its manager, had been arrested 
on charges of ‘selling paper for improper use’. 

Divorce. Argentine archbishops and bishops sent a letter to President 
Peron, asking him to veto the bill authorizing divorce. 

28 Dec.—The Government announced that forty-five professors, 
including five priests, had been dismissed from the University of 
Cordoba. 

30 Dec.—A decree was issued authorizing the re-establishment of 
public brothels which had been banned since 1936. 

2 Jan.—A disturbance occurred in the cathedral at La Rioja and 
thirteen persons were arrested when police invoked a recent law pro- 
hibiting outdoor religious meetings to prevent the traditional annual 
procession of the statue of the patron saint. 

4 Jan.—It was learned that publication of the Roman Catholic news- 
paper, E/ Pueblo, which had not appeared for five days, had been 
suspended until 16 January. It was understood that the direct cause was 
a labour dispute. 
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AUSTRALIA. 5 Jan.—Trade. The Minister of Commerce, Mr 
McEwen, said on returning from the G.A.T.T. conference, that unless 
Britain stopped buying unfairly subsidized exports to the detriment of 
Australian trading, Australia might have to review her generous trade 
policy towards Britain. He also gave a warning that unless the G.A.T.T. 
conference took a more realistic view of Australia’s differences Australia 
would be justified in considering repudiation of all or part of the agree- 
ment. He complained particularly of heavy export subsidies. 


AUSTRIA. 21 Dec.—The three western High Commissioners unani- 
mously rejected a charge by Mr Ilyitchev, the Soviet High Commis- 
sioner, at an extraordinary meeting of the Allied Council called at his 
request, that the United States was violating the Allied Control agree- 
ments by maintaining troops in the French Zone. The United States 
High Commissioner pointed out that the stationing of the forces had 
been known to the Soviet for eight years, and he said there were only a 
few hundred administrative and supply troops in the zone. 

28 Dec.—A group of fifty-five prisoners-of-war reached Vienna 
after being released in Russia. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 18 Dec.—Mr Fraser, Financial Secretary, pre- 
sented the budget for 1955 which provided for an expenditure of nearly 
$38 m., a revenue of $636,000 less, and a separate balanced develop- 
ment budget bringing total estimated outgoings to over $50 m. (B.W.1.). 
The estimated national income was $185 m., representing a 15 per cent 
increase Over 1951. 


BRITISH HONDURAS. 31 Dec.—Member System. Three P.U.P. 
unofficial members of the Executive Council were appointed by the 
Governor as Members for Natural Resources, Public Utilities, and 
Social Services respectively, with the duty of steering the business of 
their departments through the Assembly and dealing with questions 
relating to them in the Executive Council. 


BRITISH WEST INDIES. 22 Dec.—Antigua. The Legislative Council 
of Antigua approved unanimously the Caribbean federation plan. 
28 Dec.—New constitutional proposals (see Great Britain). 


BURMA. 20 Dec.—U Nu, Prime Minister, who had returned from a 
three weeks’ visit to China, told the press that he intended to write to 
the heads of state of China and the United States, submitting to them 
proposals for a reconciliation between the two countries. 

28 Dec.—Conference of Colombo Powers, g.v. 


CANADA. 23 Dec.—Navy. The Department of National Defence 
announced that the growth of the Royal Canadian Navy during 1954 
was the greatest in any year of its peacetime history. Twenty-five new 
and converted ships joined the active and reserve fleets, and the man- 
power increased by nearly 2,000 to 18,000. 
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CEYLON. 17 Dec.—Visit of Prime Minister to Japan (see Fapan). 

23 Dec.—Prime Minister’s appeal for Japanese investment in Ceylon 
(see Japan). 

28 Dec.—Conference of Colombo Powers, g.v. 

5 Jan.—Sir John Kotelawala, Prime Minister, said he was convinced 
during his recent tour that the attitude of some Asian countries towards 
the United States was mistaken and based on misunderstanding. ‘I was 
satisfied that American aid to Asia is completely bona fide and that 
America has no ulterior intentions of any kind. She only wants to help, 
especially in the fight against Communism, and mischievous propa- 
ganda against her should not be believed.’ 


CHILE. 22 Dec.—The Senate repealed the state of siege proclaimed 
by President Ibanez on 20 September, on the ground that the (anti- 
Communist) ‘law for defence of democracy’ already gave the Govern- 
ment sufficient powers. The state of siege had already been repudiated 
by the Chamber of Deputies. It had been proclaimed primarily to deal 
with strikes in the copper mines. 

The Minister of the Interior declared that the congressional decision 
was unconstitutional and the Government would not accept it. 

23 Dec.—The presidents of the Senate and the Chamber of Deputies 
presented to the Government a joint protest against its refusal to recog- 
nize the congressional right to repeal the state of siege. 

28 Dec.—Sejfior Olavarria, Minister of the Interior, announced that 
two newspaper editors in Santiago had been arrested and banished to 
remote parts of the country for ‘circulating false news’. (The Govern- 
ment assumed the power of banishment under the state of siege.) 

2z9 Dec.—The Foreign Minister announced the Government’s 
decision to revoke the state of siege. He said that in return Congress had 
agreed to withdraw accusations of violating the constitution made 
against Senor Olavarria, Minister of the Interior. 

30 Dec.—The Government resigned. 


CHINA. 17 Dec.—Mr Chou En-lai’s reply to Mr Hammarskjéld re 
American airmen sentenced in China (see United Nations). 

18 Dec.—Korea. A statement by the Foreign Ministry, broadcast 
by Peking Radio, urged another conference of all countries concerned 
to settle the problems of divided Korea. It said that the sixteen-nation 
United Nations resolution ‘obstructed the peaceful settlement of the 
Korean question’ and would aggravate tension in the Far East. 

19 Dec.—Macao. The Chinese Communist authorities handed over 
at the Macao border Captain Alvaro de Andrade Salgado, a former 
acting chief of police in the Portuguese territory, who had been taken 
prisoner nearly three years previously while cruising in a yacht outside 
the harbour. 


22 Dec.—New Loan. The Government announced its decision to 


float another issue of economic construction bonds for nearly {£90 m. 
Vatican opposition to a national Church, and figures relating to 
persecution of Roman Catholics in China (see Vatican City). 


ea ae a 


— ee a a a 


On 


16 DECEMBER 1954 — 5 JANUARY 1955 5 

23 Dec.—Hong Kong statement on persecution of priests in China 
(see Hong Kong). : j ‘ 

24 Dec.—Indo-China. An agreement was signed with the Viet 
Minh Government under which China agreed to help to restore com- 
munications, services, and water conservancy works in the territory con- 
trolled by the Viet Minh Government in Indo-China and to provide 
experts and materials for the purpose. It was agreed to restore the 
Hanoi-Dong Dang railway and to link it with Munankwan in China. 

31 Dec.—Apology for maps showing parts of India, Burma, and 
Kashmir as Chinese territory (see India). 

Trials. The Soviet Tass news agency, quoting a Chinese newspaper, 
announced that twelve agents acting for Nationalist China and the 
United States had been sentenced to death, and two to life imprison- 
ment, in the province of Anwhei. 

2 Jan.—The New China News Agency said that an American 
civilian, John Downey, sentenced to life imprisonment for spying, had 
admitted in a written confession that his aircraft was shot down in 
north-east China while trying to pick up an agent dropped there the 
previous month. 

3 Jan.—Oversea Chinese. Mme Ho Hsiang-Ning, chairman of the 
Oversea Chinese Affairs Commission, said in a broadcast New Year 
message to oversea Chinese that it was their duty as citizens of the 
People’s Republic to observe the local laws and customs of the countries 
in which they lived; not to take part in political disputes in those 
countries; to keep on good terms with their nationals; and to seek to 
bring about friendly relations between those countries and China. She 
said some problems concerning oversea Chinese would soon be solved. 
Definite policies had been laid down to protect them, to look after their 
investments in China, and to arrange for their higher education there. 

Mme Ho Hsiang-Ning also said that several south-east Asian coun- 
tries had established friendly relations with China on the basis of the 
five principles of co-existence, whereas other south-east Asian countries, 
under United States pressure, were unfriendly to China. In time the 
latter would change. In the meantime the seeds of discord sown by 
Kuomintang agents in these and other Chinese communities oversea 
should be rooted out by firm faith in the fatherland. 

5 Jan.—U.N. Mission. Mr Hammarskjéld, United Nations Secretary- 
General, arrived with his party in Peking to discuss the question of the 
eleven American airmen sentenced for espionage. 


CONFERENCE OF COLOMBO POWERS. 28 Dec.—The Prime 
Ministers of Burma, Ceylon, India, Indonesia, and Pakistan met in 
conference at Bogor, Indonesia. 

29 Dec.—A communiqué issued after the meeting of the five Prime 
Ministers stated that the main purpose of the discussions had been to 
arrange for the convening of an Afro-Asian conference, and it had been 
agreed: (1) that the purpose of such a conference would be to promote 
goodwill and co-operation among the nations of Asia and Africa; to 
consider social, economic, and cultural problems; to consider problems 
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Conference of Colombo Powers (continued) 

of special interest to Asian and African peoples, such as national 
sovereignty, racialism, and colonialism; to view the position of Asia and 
Africa and their peoples in the world and their contribution to the 
promotion of world peace and co-operation; (2) that the conference 
should meet in Indonesia in April 1955; (3) that invitations should be 
sent to Afghanistan, Cambodia, the Central African Federation, the 
People’s Republic of China, Egypt, Ethiopia, the Gold Coast, Persia, 
Iraq, Japan, Jordan, Laos, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Nepal, the 
Philippines, Saudi Arabia, the Sudan, Syria, Siam, Turkey, north and 
south Vietnam, and the Yemen. 

The Prime Ministers made it clear that acceptance of the invitation 
would not involve any change of attitude towards the status of any other 
country, that they were agreed on the principle of non-interference in 
the domestic affairs of other countries, and that their object was as wide 
a participation as possible. 

The Prime Ministers expressed gratification at the result of the 
Geneva Conference on Indo-China and the cessation of hostilities, and 
expressed the hope that the agreements would be respected and 
implemented by the parties concerned without outside interference. ‘The 
Prime Ministers supported the position of Indonesia in regard to West 
Irian (Western New Guinea). 

The five Prime Ministers also expressed continued support for the 
demands of the peoples of Tunisia and Morocco for their national 
independence and their legitimate right of self-determination. They 
reiterated their great concern at the destructive potential of nuclear and 
thermo-nuclear explosions, requested a cessation of the experiments, 
and asked the disarmament commission to take the matter of the risks 
involved to humanity into immediate consideration. They were agreed 
that a planned approach, based on greater knowledge, was necessary for 
the economic development of the Asian countries, and that a committee 
of experts should be set up to consider economic questions. 


COUNCIL OF EUROPE. 19 Dec.—The Committee of Ministers of 
the Council of Europe met in Paris and discussed the future of the 
Council in relation to the Western European Union. 

The Ministers signed a European cultural convention, and a con- 
vention on the classification of patents. 

It was decided to defer consideration of two resolutions of the 
Consultative Assembly, one calling for four-Power talks with Russia 
after the ratification of the Western European Union, and the other 
endorsing the Franco-German agreement on the Saar. 


CYPRUS. 16 Dec.—Several hundred boys and girls demonstrated 
against Britain and America in Famagusta. In Nicosia, schoolboys 
broke out of school and tried to reach the American consulate but were 
brought back without much difficulty. 

17 Dec.—Postponement of Cyprus question by U.N. Assembly (see 
United Nations, General Assembly). 
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18 Dec.—Anti-British and anti-American rioting, during which 
twenty-three persons were injured and forty-seven arrested, occurred 
in Nicosia in protest against the United Nations decision. At Limassol 
troops fired three shots, injuring two persons, after a crowd had started 
stoning and had refused to disperse. There were counter demonstra- 
tions by Turkish Cypriots. A general strike called by both nationalist 
and Communist trade unions received some support. 

19 Dec.—Sir Robert Armitage, the Governor, said in a broadcast 
that he was determined to prevent a recurrence of disorder and that the 
United Nations resolution was a moral mandate for them all to get on 
with their own urgent tasks. He called for support from all. 

An official order was issued, banning meetings of more than five 
persons and forbidding the carrying of any weapons. It stated that the 
police had orders ‘to fire if necessary upon any person rioting, burning, 
looting, or behaving in a manner dangerous to the preservation of the 
peace’. 

20 Dec.—Bishop Kyprianos, acting head of the Greek Orthodox 
Church in Cyprus, cabled a strong protest to leaders of political parties 
in Britain and to the United Nations against ‘the unjustified use of arms 
against unarmed people expressing national feelings’. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 30 Dec.—Prague Radio announced that dele- 
gates of the Parliaments of Poland, Czechoslovakia, and east Germany 
had sent an appeal to the French National Assembly not to ratify the 
Paris agreements on west German rearmament. 

31 Dec.—Paris Agreements. Delegates of the Polish, east Ger- 
man, and Czechoslovak National Assemblies meeting in Prague passed 
a resolution protesting against the ratification of the Paris agreements 
under ‘shameless pressure’, declaring that the struggle against German 
rearmament was not yet ended, and stating that the three countries 
most directly menaced by ‘German militarism’ were not prepared to 
stand idly by while Germany was being rearmed, but would take all 
necessary measures to ensure their security and independence. 


ECUADOR. 23 Dec.—The Army took control of the radio station and 
Ministry of Communications following the resignation of Sefior Varea, 
the Defence Minister, whom it supported. 

Later President Ibarra ended the dispute by agreeing to the dismissal 
of the Minister of the Interior and the Minister of Economics whom 
Sefior Varea had accused of ‘hostility to the armed forces’. ‘Troops were 
then withdrawn from the radio station and the Communications 
Ministry. 


EGYPT. 18 Dec.—Muslim Brotherhood. The police arrested eighteen 
members of the dissolved Muslim Brotherhood on charges of having 
taken a secret oath to carry on the organization’s ‘message’. 

20 Dec.—Sudan. Major Salem, Minister of National Guidance, 
broadcast an attack on the three rebel Sudanese Ministers (see Sudan), 
describing them as ‘traitors’ who were co-operating with the Umma 
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Egypt (continued) 
Party and the British to overthrow the Sudan Government to serve 
British imperialist purposes. 

21 Dec.—Israel. It was learnt that the Government was sending 3 
protest to members of the U.N. Security Council against the sentence 
in Tel Aviv of four young Palestinians accused by Israel of spying for 
Egypt. The Government maintained that the charges were trumped up 
as reprisals for the trial of Zionists in Cairo. 

Max Bennett, one of thirteen Zionists appearing before a military 
court on charges of espionage, committed suicide in his cell. , 

Muslim Brotherhood. The People’s Tribunal sentenced sixty 
members of the Muslim Brotherhood to prison sentences for conspiring 
to overthrow the regime by force. 

23 Dec.—Forty more members of the Brotherhood were sentenced 
to terms of imprisonment. 

Letter to United Nations re Bat Galim (see United Nations, Security 
Council). 

28 Dec.—Muslim Brotherhood. A People’s Tribunal sentenced to 
death five officers and men of the Egyptian armed forces for their part 
in a Muslim Brotherhood conspiracy to overthrow the Government. 
Twenty-four others received sentences of imprisonment ranging from 
five years to life. 

Foreign Policy. Major Salah Salem, Minister of National Guidance, 
told visiting Syrian journalists that Egyptian defence policy was based 
on the collective security pact of the Arab League and excluded any 
alliances with Powers outside it. Egypt had refused an offer by the 
United States of tens of millions of dollars worth of arms if she would 
sign a military aid agreement. He said that the Arab League security 
pact should be made a reality, and he called for unification of arma- 
ments, training, planning, and command. Egypt would not make peace 

with Israel even if Israel agreed to execute the United Nations resolu- 
tions on partition and refugees, for Israel was a danger to Egypt as well 
as to the rest of the Arab world. 

29 Dec.—One member of the Muslim Brotherhood was sentenced 
to death and seventy-seven others to terms of imprisonment (five for 
life) for plotting to overthrow the Government. Thirty-seven other 
defendants were acquitted. 

30 Dec.—Dissolution of Communist Organization. A military 
tribunal passed sentences of imprisonment on thirty-six Egyptians and 
ordered the dissolution of the Communist-inspired ‘Democratic Move- 
ment for National Liberation’ to which they belonged. 

Muslim Brotherhood. Another tribunal sentenced two members 
of the Muslim Brotherhood to life imprisonment with hard labour, 
and 124 others to various terms of imprisonment. 

1 Jan.—Suez-Cairo Pipeline. British and Egyptian representatives 
signed documents effecting the transfer to Egyptian Government 
ownership of the Suez-Cairo pipeline. 

The ‘Bat Galim’. The captain and crew of the Israeli ship Bat Gali 
were released and put across the border into Israel. 
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2 Jan.—Sentences. The death sentences passed on five Egyptian 
servicemen (on 28 December) for taking part in a Muslim Brotherhood 
conspiracy were commuted to life imprisonment. 

4 Jan.—Security Council discussion of Bat Galim dispute (see United 
Nations, Security Council). 


ETHIOPIA. 4 Jan.—Anglo-Ethiopian treaty (see Great Britain). 


EUROPEAN COAL AND STEEL COMMUNITY. 21 Dec.—Agree- 
ment on association of United Kingdom with the Community (see 
Great Britain). 


FINLAND. 17 Dec.—Mr Kekkonen’s Cabinet tendered its resignation 
after Parliament had refused it the economic powers it had requested. 
19 Dec.—The Government accepted a request by President Passikivi 
that it should remain in office following a refusal by Mr Sakari Tuomioja 
to accept the Premiership. 
Mr Kekkonen promised to modify the special powers Bill. 


FORMOSA. 2 Jan.—The Chinese Nationalist authorities banned 
eleven British ships from its territory for calling at ports on the main- 


land. 


FRANCE. 16 Dec.—Soviet Note on the Paris agreements and the 
Franco-Soviet treaty (see U.S.S.R.). 
Three-Power Talks. M. Mendés-France, Prime Minister, had talks 


- with Sir Anthony Eden, British Foreign Secretary, and Mr Dulles, 
- U.S. Secretary of State, both of whom were in Paris for a North 


Atlantic Council meeting. 

United States. Mr Dulles handed to M. Mendes-France a letter 
promising ‘close co-ordination’ between the agencies supplying military 
aid to Europe and the armaments agency to be established within the 
framework of Western European Union. He also presented another 
letter in which he revealed that he had asked President Eisenhower to 
enter into an undertaking about the maintenance of U.S. troops in 
Europe similar to that which he had made in connection with E.D.C. 

17 Dec.—Paris Agreements. The national defence committee of 
the Assembly approved by 15 votes to 1, with 1g abstentions the report 
of its rapporteur on the London and Paris agreements which demanded 
the adjournment of the debate in view of the existing state of inter- 
national affairs and the way in which the Federal German Republic 
was evading its undertakings under the Saar agreement. 

Indo-China. The National Assembly rejected by 301 votes to 291 
the estimates for the Associated States of Indo-China, but subsequently 
agreed by 295 votes to 293 to consider new estimates in a special all- 
night session. M. Mendés-France later announced that he would make 
the final vote a question of confidence. 

The debate had opened with an announcement by M. Massot, 
rapporteur of the Assembly’s finance committee, that the committee 


10 CHRONOLOGY OF INTERNATIONAL EvENTs, VOL. 11, No. 1 


France (continued) 
had rejected the estimates by 25 votes to 14, but he said the decision 
had been taken for political rather than for financial reasons. He sharp), 
criticized the inefficiency of the Vietnam Government and called for the 
repatriation of the French expeditionary force as early as possible. 

In reply, M. Guy la Chambre, Minister for the Associated States, 
pointed out that to question the person of the Vietnam Prime Minister 
would have been an infringement of independence; M. Ngo Dinh Diem 
also enjoyed great credit with the United States Government. He said 
the expeditionary force was being reduced to the level needed to pro- 
tect French subjects and ensure the respect of the Geneva agreements, 
but the Government intended to remain present in the three States, 
particularly in the field of cultural activities, and to defend French 
interests in northern as well as southern Vietnam. 

North Atlantic Council Meeting (see North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization) 

20 Dec.—The Government received a vote of confidence (310 votes 
to 172) on the budget for the Associated States. ‘The M.R.P. abstained. 

On the question of the respective positions of France and the United 
States in Indo-China, M. Mendés-France said during the debate that 
agreement had been reached with the United States that both countries 
would retain freedom of judgement and would consult together prior 
to action which would be co-ordinated. He said that Mr Dulles had 
definitely affirmed ‘that the Americans are in no way seeking to weaken 
France, or to substitute their influence’. 

Paris Agreements. The debate on the Paris agreements opened in 
the Assembly. 

21 Dec.—M. Soustelle, a leading Gaullist opponent of the Paris 
agreements, speaking in the Assembly debate, expressed grave fears that 
the safeguards in the agreements were not adequate to guard against 
German abuses and also that it might not be possible to negotiate with 
Russia after ratification. 

M. Duclos, the Communist leader, said that the agreements were in 
flagrant contradiction to the Assembly’s motion of February 1952, 
barring from N.A.T.O. membership any nations with outstanding 
territorial claims. The aim of the new Wehrmacht was to renew 
Hitler’s war, and the existence of a German army with atomic weapons 
within its reach would constitute an appalling threat to France. 

M. Maurice Schumann (M.R.P.) said the M.R.P. could not vote for 
agreements that rearmed Germany without attaching her satisfactorily 
to the west. He pointed out that the three western Powers had given up 
their ‘reserved right’ to station forces on German soil, and that there 
was no longer any reference to military intervention if German demo- 
cracy were in danger. He criticized the Prime Minister for having re- 
sisted all the Assembly’s calls for ‘democratic control’ of the proposed 
armaments agency. 

22 Dec.—M. Moch, French representative on the U.N. disarmament 
commission, maintained that negotiations with the Russians should be 
opened before the application of the agreements. 


16 DECEMBER 1954 — 5 JANUARY 1955 II 


M. Mendeés-France intervened to say that if the agreements were 
rejected there would no longer be any question of four-Power negotia- 
tions though there might be two- or three-Power talks. France would 
no longer have any weight in the Atlantic alliance. But as soon as the 
agreements were ratified their negotiations could begin. The French 
proposal for four-Power talks in May still stood. He told the Assembly 
that a favourable decision with a weak majority would be as serious as 
rejection. If the Assembly were to divide into three equal parts, the 
Government would not be strong enough to impose its views. 

M. Palewski (Gaullist) who had tabled an amendment to suspend the 
entry into force of the agreements until December 1955, emphasized 
that the Atlantic alliance must remain the basis of French policy, but he 
saw no inconvenience in delaying German rearmament. 

M. Teitgen (M.R.P.) and M. Reynaud (Independent) both main- 
tained that the new British commitment would mean that Britain 
within Western European Union would block any move towards greater 
European integration. M. Reynaud said the new agreements would give 
political hegemony to the United Kingdom and military hegemony to 
Germany. He also invoked the dangers of a German-Russian alliance. 

M. Daladier attacked the new agreements from all sides and urged 
new negotiations with Russia. 

23 Dec.—M. Mendeés-France again called for a strong vote of sup- 
port and gave a warning against the effect which numerous abstentions 
would have abroad. He said the Government considered that all three 
agreements would fall to the ground automatically if all parties did not 
ratify them all. While admitting the repugnance of all Frenchmen to 
German rearmament, he said France’s allies had insisted on its necessity 
since 1950, and also since 1950 Russia had been rearming east Germany ; 
and in September they had been ‘within a millimetre of seeing Germany 
rearmed without our consent and without our controls’. He reminded 
deputies that they would be voting on the text of the Saar agreement 
and not on the German interpretation of it, and said any future French 
Government would insist on Saar autonomy when the peace treaty 
came to be negotiated. He claimed that, like E.D.C., the agreements 
aimed at chaining Germany to the west, and he asked how it could be 
otherwise when Anglo-American troops were permanently stationed on 
German soil and German forces were subject to the supreme allied 
command. He saw in most objections to the agreements a lack of faith 
in the capacity of France to maintain her place, and said that by a 
genuine effort France could overcome weaknesses and make herself a 
worthy rival to her allies. 

M. Herriot said his conscience would not allow him to vote for the 
agreements. They conflicted with the Potsdam agreement and he 
doubted if the Berlin statute could survive them. 

A motion tabled by M. Badie (Radical) seeking to postpone any 
decision pending a new Franco-German agreement clearing up differ- 
ences on the Saar was rejected by 430 votes to 181. 

24 Dec.—The Assembly rejected by 280 votes to 259 the first clause 
of the ratification Bill relating to the setting up of Western European 
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France (continued) 

Union. The Communists voted solidly against the clause. Of the 
M.R.P., 61 voted against, 6 for, and 18 abstained. Of the Socialists. 
83 voted for, 21 against, and 1 abstained. The U.D.S.R. in the main 
supported the agreements, 18 voting in favour, 2 against, and 4 abstain- 
ing. The Gaullists, dissident Gaullists, and all other parties were 
divided. 

After the result was announced M. Mendes-France put the question 
of confidence on the remaining two clauses of the Bill concerning 
principally the admission of Germany to N.A.T.O. He later put th 
question of confidence again in favour of an amendment providing for 
the simultaneous delivery of instruments of ratification of all the ditfer- 
ent agreements in question, and against two other amendments propos- 
ing to postpone the application of the agreement (1) until the signature 
of a ‘protocol of strict application’ by all parties, and (2) until 1 Decem- 
ber 1955. He also announced that after these votes had been taken he 
would ask for a second reading of the rejected first clause on which the 
question of confidence would also be put. 

The revised Bonn agreements putting an end to the occupation 
regime in western Germany were approved by 380 votes to 180, and 
the Franco-German agreement on the Saar by 368 votes to 145. 

British warning to France re agreements (see Great Britain). 

Statement by President Eisenhower (see United States). 

25 Dec.—Soviet broadcast on British and U.S. statements (see 
U.S.S.R.). 

27 Dec.—The Government secured a vote of confidence in the 
Assembly by 289 votes to 251 on the second and third clauses of the 
ratification Bill authorizing the admission of west Germany to N.A.1'.0. 
The Assembly also approved by a show of hands the amendment 
stipulating the inseparability of all the agreements including that on the 
Saar. The two amendments opposed by the Government were with- 
drawn by their authors. 

Before the vote of confidence was taken M. Mendés-France addressed 
a pressing appeal to deputies to vote for the articles, saying they would 
thus still be able to ratify the agreements and with them reinforce the 
Atlantic alliance. 

28 Dec.—The foreign affairs committee of the Assembly declined 
by 20 votes to 19 to give a second reading to the rejected first clause ot 
the ratification Bill. It later approved by 18 votes to 17, with 4 absten- 
tions a new Bill introduced by M. Mendés-France reproducing the 
terms of the rejected clause and adding an amendment submitted by 
M. Noel (Gaullist) providing that the Government should consult two 
sub-committees to be set up in each of the two Chambers before agree- 
ing in peace time to any increase in the permitted level of western 
European national forces. After its approval by the committee the 
Prime Minister made it a question of confidence. 

29 Dec.—The Assembly approved by 287 votes to 256 the question 
of confidence tabled on the various articles and amendments adopted 
separately on 27 December and thereby finally approved the entry of 
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western Germany into N.A.T.O. The other vote of confidence on the 
new Bill ratifying the agreements on Western European Union and the 
armaments control organization was postponed following the with- 
drawal by M. Noel of his amendment. 

M. Mollet, secretary-general of the Socialist Party, assured the 
Prime Minister of his party’s support, saying that, though profoundly 
disturbed by the prospect of German rearmament, Russian policy since 
1945 drove them to support it; they believed in the necessity for a 
‘double combat’ by which the organization of western security and the 
search for coexistence and disarmament should be pursued simul- 
taneously. Emphasizing the importance of the actual presence of 
American soldiers on European soil, he declared that there would have 
been no war in 1939 if there had been one American division in Europe. 

Indo-China. A series of agreements was signed between France and 
the three Associated States of Indo-China (Cambodia, Laos, and 
southern Vietnam) bringing to an end the Indo-China economic and 
customs union set up in December 1950. 

The agreements gave each State complete financial control of cur- 
rency and customs but it was agreed to maintain parity between the 
three currencies during a transition period. The agreements also 
recognized freedom of navigation on the Mekong river (providing the 
only access from Laos and Cambodia to the sea). 

30 Dec.—Appeal to National Assembly not to ratify Paris agree- 
ments by Czechoslovak, Polish, and east German parliaments (see 
Czechoslovakia). 

Paris Agreements. The Assembly passed the motion of confidence 
on the Bill approving Western European Union and the armaments 
control agency by 287 votes to 260, with 74 abstentions. The voting was 
as follows: Socialists, 86 for, 18 against; Communists and allies, 98 
against; M.R.P., 16 for, 53 against, 15 abstentions; Radicals, 44 for, 
27 against, 5 abstentions; Gaullists, 37 for, 23 against, 11 abstentions; 
Independent Republicans, 30 for, 11 against, 12 abstentions; A.R.S., 
19 for, 5 against, g abstentions; Peasant Independents, 14 for, 3 against, 
11 abstentions; U.D.S.R., 18 for, 2 against, 4 abstentions; Peasants, 
12 for, 7 against, 3 abstentions; Oversea Independents, 8 for, 5 against, 
3 abstentions; Non party, 3 for, 8 against, 1 abstention. 

The following former Prime Ministers, M. Schuman (M.R.P.), 
M. Bidault (M.R.P.), M. Pinay (Ind. Republican), M. Reynaud (Ind. 
Republican), and M. Pleven (U.D.S.R.), all abstained. M. René Mayer 
(Radical) voted for the Government. 

31 Dec.—Trade Liberalization. The Government announced that 
the proportion of foreign trade freed from quota restrictions would be 
raised as from 1 January from 65 to 75 per cent, in accordance with 
undertakings to the O.E.E.C. 

3 Jan.—Tunisia. Neo Destour manifesto (see Tunisia). 


GERMANY. 16 Dec.—West Germany. Paris Agreements. The 
Bills to approve the Paris agreements completed their first reading and 
were passed to committees. A Social Democrat motion to defer con- 
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Germany (continued) 

sideration of them until after a four-Power conference was defeated by 
236 votes to 153 with 3 abstentions, and another Social Democrat 
motion designed to impress on the Government the need to establish 
more clearly the political liberties in the Saar under the Franco-German 
agreement was defeated on a show of hands, though a number of coali- 
tion deputies—mostly Free Democrats—voted with the Opposition, 
During the debate all the coalition parties expressed their support for 
the treaties to end the occupation regime, to regulate the future status 
of allied forces on federal territory, and to admit the Federal Republic 
to N.A.T.O. But the Free Democrats and the B.H.E. (Refugee Party) 
reaffirmed their refusal to accept the Saar agreement in its existing 
form. Herr Freiboth, for the B.H.E., indicated that his party was not 
unanimous. Both he and Dr Becker of the Free Democrats objected to 
the form of the proposed referendum in the Saar and to the description 
of the statute as ‘European’. 

Dr Adenauer, Federal Chancellor, replying to Social Democratic 
criticisms, denied that M. Mendes-France had used any threats or that 
the German signature to the Saar agreement had been demanded as the 
price of French signature to the other agreements. He said M. Mendes- 
France had merely indicated that he would have difficulty in getting a 
majority for the treaties without the Saar agreement. He described the 
Social Democratic attitude as completely negative and said their policy 
was one which would leave them without any allies. 

East Germany. Herr Bolz, east German Foreign Minister, address- 
ing a mass rally in east Berlin, denounced the Paris agreements and 
called for a system of collective security for Europe and all-German 
talks on reunification. By a show of hands those present accepted a 
resolution in which the Berlin population were called on to ask Bundestag 
representatives to vote against the Paris treaties and to put the Soviet 
proposal for all-German talks on the agenda instead. 

17 Dec.—O.E.E.C. report on west German economy (see Organiza- 
tion for European Economic Co-operation). 

‘Free German Youth’. Twenty leading members of the banned 
‘Free German Youth’ organization were sentenced at Ludwigshafen to 
terms of imprisonment ranging from six weeks to twenty-two months. 

19 Dec.—Hesse. Dr George August Zinn (Social Democrat) was 
re-elected Chief Minister by the Diet of Hesse. 

20 Dec.—Herr Heinz. Friedrich William Heinz, a former Federal 
Intelligence official, alleged that he had escaped from east Berlin after 
having been abducted there and asked to seek political asylum in the 
Soviet Zone. (In September 1954 he had resigned from the Federal 
Defence Office after reported differences with Dr John, and in Novem- 
ber was sentenced for perjury for wrongly stating on oath that he had 
been a Colonel, instead of only Lieutenant-Colonel, in the Wehrmacht.) 

21 Dec.—West Germany. Espionage Case. Irmgard Margarethe 
Schmidt, an east German, was sentenced to five years’ imprisonment 
by a United States court for espionage on behalf of Russia. 

Berlin. The acting burgomaster of east Berlin announced that meals 
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would be served only to customers producing their identity cards. 
Those from the west would be required to pay in western marks at 
parity rates. (The usual rate of exchange was between four and five 
east marks to one west mark.) 

22 Dec.—Herr Heinz. The east German Minister of the Interior 
stated that Herr Heinz (see 20 December) had not been abducted, as he 
alleged, but had come with Herr Kolb, representative in Berlin of the 
Blank investigations service, and had asked for political asylum. At the 
same time they had handed over documents concerning the Blank office 
and the Gehlen espionage organization. The east German authorities 
had granted asylum only to Kolb, because Heinz had taken part in the 
preparation of attacks against former Reich Chancellor Erzberger and 
the former Foreign Minister Rathenau (murdered in 1922 and 1921 
respectively). 

Herr Heinz said at Wiesbaden that the east German statement was 
completely untrue and that he had been abducted by a trick. 

Anglo-German Trade Agreement. Britain and west Germany 
signed a trade agreement for 1955. It provided for an increase of British 
exports to Germany but the quotas were not published. 

West German-Turkish economic agreement (see Turkey). 

31 Dec.—Refugees. It was stated in west Berlin that in 1954 about 
105,000 refugees had sought asylum in west Berlin, compared with over 
300,000 in 1953. The year’s arrivals included about 2,800 people’s 
police, of whom 206 were officers. It was estimated that the number of 
persons going from west to east was 40,000. 

2 Jan.—West Berlin. The Social Democratic Party (with 64 seats) 
agreed to form a coalition Government in western Berlin with the 
Christian Democrats (44 seats). Dr Suhr, a Social Democrat, was 
chosen as chief burgomaster. 

East Berlin. New regulations were issued by the burgomaster of east 
Berlin imposing restrictions on expenditure by west Berlin residents 
working in the Soviet sector. 

West Germany. Herr Schlitter, Chargé d’Affaires of the German 
diplomatic mission in London, was recalled for consultations following 
a speech to the staff of the mission by his wife. She was stated to have 
said: ‘My husband and I find again and again what treacherous ground 
London can be, and realize again and again that we live among enemies.’ 

3 Jan.—It was announced that Herr Schlitter had been placed on 
leave while his offer to resign was being considered. A statement issued 
by the Federal Government described the incident at the German 
mission as extremely regrettable and said: ‘Frau Schlitter most deeply 
regrets this aberration (the use of the expression “hostile foreign 
parts”), which is to be attributed to her nervousness and inexperience.’ 
The statement added that an investigation by a Foreign Ministry 
official had shown that the incident had ‘certainly been exaggerated’ in 
press reports. 

5 Jan.—East Germany. The newspaper Neuer Tag published state- 
ments by Herr Grotewohl, deputy Premier, and Herr Gruneberg, Com- 
munist party secretary in Frankfurt-am-Oder, saying that young men 
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Germany (continued) 

must volunteer for military service and not await conscription. [er 
Ulbricht, in a message to the ‘Free German Youth’, said that the 
organization must fight pacifism and point out the difference between 
national armed forces and militarism. 


GOLD COAST. 17 Dec.—The Asanteman Council led by King 
Prempeh II, and the National Liberation Movement, rejected an 
invitation from Dr Nkrumah, Prime Minister, for a round table con- 
ference to discuss their demands for a federal Government for Ashanti, 
They issued a statement saying that Dr Nkrumah had abused the 
Council and the N.L.M. They would be ready to hold discussions with 
the Government but not with a party leader. 

30 Dec.—Dr Nkrumah, Prime Minister, said in Accra that the 
Government could not accept the demand of the Asanteman Council 
and the so-called National Liberation Movement for a federal form of 
Government for the country, but he was prepared to discuss the 
question of a second Chamber, and also to submit legislation providing 
for more regional councils. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 16 Dec.—Defence. Sir Winston Churchill, Prime 
Minister, rejected requests in the Commons for the appointment of a 
Royal Commission to inquire into delays in deliveries of fighter aircraft, 
but agreed that the matter deserved the attention of the House and said 
it could be debated on the service estimates. 

Soviet protest re U.S. statement concerning ability of U.S. bombers 
in Britain to deliver atomic attack on Russia (see United States). 

17 Dec. et seg.—North Atlantic Council Meeting (see Nort/ 
Atlantic Treaty Organization). 

19 Dec.—-Jordan. King Hussein of Jordan, accompanied by Tewtiy 
Abdulhuda, Prime Minister, and Anwar Nuseibi, Minister of Defence, 
arrived in London for talks with the British Government on revision of 
the Anglo-Jordan Treaty of 1948. 

20 Dec.—Soviet Note on Anglo-Soviet treaty (see U.S.S.R.). 

21 Dec.—European Coal and Steel Community. An agreement 
was signed in London between the United Kingdom and the European 
Coal and Steel Community, and published as a White Paper (S.O. Misc. 


No. 35, 1954): 


A joint statement said that it established a Standing Council of 


Association composed of four High Authority representatives and four 
U.K. representatives who would include one member of the National 
Coal Board and one of the Iron and Steel Board, The Council’s function 


would be to provide means for continuous consultation on matters of 


common interest relating to coal and steel, and where appropriate and 
consistent with international obligations, to deal with them. It would 
also examine restrictions and other factors affecting mutual trade be- 
tween the two areas with a view to making proposals of mutual benefit. 

The agreement also provided that where matters fell to be considered 
by Governments there should be special meetings in which the U.k. 


= 
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Government, represented by one of its members and by persons dis- 
charging public responsibilities in regard to coal and steel in the United 
Kingdom, would meet with the Council of Ministers with the full 
participation of the High Authority. 

U.S.S.R. The Foreign Office issued a statement on the Soviet Note 
of 20 December. It said the Government would much regret it if the 
Anglo-Soviet treaty, to which they had always attached importance, were 
to be cancelled or annulled, and they deplored both the manner and the 
context of the Soviet threat of annulment. They could not accept the 
arguments in the Soviet Note. There was no justification for the con- 
tention that the Paris agreements were incompatible with the treaty. 
The British Government would continue their ‘chosen policy of con- 
solidating western European unity’. 

22 Dec.—N.A.T.O. Council Meeting. In a statement in the Com- 
mons on the meeting in Paris of the North Atlantic Council, Sir Anthony 
Eden, Foreign Minister, said there had been a steady increase during 
the year in the efficiency of N.A.T.O. forces, but the full power of the 
alliance had not yet been realized. He endorsed a statement by Mr Dulles 
that in the event of war the continent would not have to be liberated, 
and he drew attention to the statement in the N.A.T.O. communiqué 
that approval of the military committee’s report ‘did not involve the 
delegation of the responsibility of Governments to make decisions for 
putting plans into action in the event of hostilities’. 

Kenya. Mr Lennox-Boyd, Colonial Secretary, made a statement in 
the Commons on Kenya. He reported that morale among terrorists 
was undoubtedly declining and information to the security forces 
improving but there were still grave anxieties at some aspects of the 
war. The surrender terms of August 1953 remained and were being 
widely proclaimed. 

Anglo-German trade agreement (see Germany). 

Poland. Agreement was reached on the details of Anglo-Polish 
trade in 1955. 

Jordan. Sir Anthony Eden announced in a parliamentary written 
reply that the Government had offered, subject to Parliament’s ap- 
proval, to provide the Jordan Government in 1955-6 with {2-5 m. of 
which £750,000 would be devoted to meeting the expected deficit in 
Jordan’s budget for that year. The remaining {1,750,000 would be an 
interest-free loan to be spent on certain agreed projects listed in the 
Jordan five-year plan. Arrangements were also agreed for making avail- 
able dollars from sterling area resources during 1956. 

23 Dec.—Jordan. A statement issued after the end of the talks on 
revision of the Anglo-Jordan treaty said they were exploratory and the 
matter would be considered further. 

Agreement to defer repayment of Yugoslav debts (see Yugoslavia). 

Peru. The Peruvian Embassy issued a memorandum setting out the 
legal position of the Peruvian Government in regard to the recent 
impounding of the Onassis whalers. 

24 Dec.—France. Following the French Assembly’s rejection of the 
first clause of the Bill to ratify the Paris agreements (see France), the 
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Great Britain (continued) 

Foreign Office issued the following statement: “The Paris treaties are 
still under discussion in the French Chamber, and there is to be 4 
further vote on Monday. It is clear that what is at stake is the unity of 
the western allies. The rejection of the Paris agreements would not 
mean that German rearmament would not take place. The issue is not 
whether the German Federal Republic will rearm, but how. ‘The 
United Kingdom commitment offered at the London Conference to 
maintain British forces on the Continent of Europe depends on the 
ratification of the Paris agreements by all parties.’ 

28 Dec.—Portugal. ‘The Portuguese Embassy in London delivered 
to the Foreign Office an informatory note on the situation at Damio, 

United States. The Treasury announced the signing of an agreement 
with the United States authorizing the British purchase of American 
coal for payment in sterling under the United States Mutual Security 
Act, 1954. It was understood that there was a provision that 50 per cent 
of the coal should be carried in American ships. 

West Indies. It was announced that the Colonial Secretary had 
approved in principle proposals for new constitutions, including 
ministerial systems, in the Presidencies of Antigua and St Christophe r- 
Nevis and Anguilla in the Leeward Islands and in the colonies of 
Grenada, St Lucia, and St Vincent in the Windward Islands. He had 
also agreed that when requested the proposals should be applied to 
Dominica, provided that the circumstances obtaining at the time were 
favourable to such a step. The proposals followed the line of the consti- 
tutions already in force in Barbados, Jamaica, and Trinidad, and were 
subject to certain conditions concerning such matters as financial con- 
trol, the civil service, and the Governor’s emergency powers. 

29 Dec.—Anglo-Saudi Arabian Dispute. It was announced that 
the tribunal to consider the Buraimi dispute between Britain and Saudi 
Arabia would consist of: Mr Charles de Visscher (Belgium) as chair- 
man, and one representative each of Britain, Saudi Arabia, Cuba, and 
Pakistan. 

1 Jan.—Four-Power Conference. A Foreign Office spokesman, 
commenting on Mr Malenkov’s answers to questions by an American 
television company (see U.S.S.R.), said that the British policy on a 
four-Power meeting was to procure the ratification of the London and 
Paris agreements, and after that the British Government would look 
forward to further developments of understanding with the Soviet 
Government. The Prime Minister had stated on 16 December that the 
Government’s policy was to seek a conference when it seemed likely to 
yield genuine results. They did not believe that this aim could be 
achieved before ratification, and in any case there was nothing in 
Mr Malenkov’s remarks to show that he was prepared for a four-Power 
conference at top or any other level. So far as the Far East was con- 
cerned, the spokesman agreed that the Geneva conference had been 
useful. It had dealt with specific problems and had reached agreement 
on one of them. It was unlikely that a conference to discuss Far Eastern 
affairs in general would make progress in existing circumstances. 
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2 Jan.—Ban on British ships by Chinese Nationalists (see Formosa). 

Recall of German Chargé d’ Affaires (see Germany). 

4 Jan.—Ethiopia. The Foreign Office announced the terms of an 
Anglo-Ethiopian agreement, signed on 29 November 1954, which 

rovided for the return to Ethiopia of certain areas along the Somaliland 

Protectorate frontier which had been under British administration since 
1944. The agreement reaffirmed certain grazing rights in the restored 
territories for tribes from the Somaliland Protectorate. These rights had 
been recognized in the Anglo—Ethiopian Treaty of 1897. 


GREECE. 16 Dec.—Disorders. Following the U.N. decision on 
Cyprus, serious riots occurred in Salonika during which student demon- 
strators attacked the British Consulate-General and the U.S. Informa- 
tion Service centre and caused considerable damage. The United States 
Consul protested to the local authorities, and the Government dismissed 
the acting Governor of northern Greece and the chief of the Salonika 
police for not taking effective measures to avert the riots. ‘Troops were 
called out to restore order. The police announced that forty students, 
policemen, and firemen had been injured in the riots. Ten students 
were detained and charged with instigating the disturbances. 

Field-Marshal Papagos, Prime Minister, expressed to the American 
Ambassador his deep regret for the disorders. On the Prime Minister’s 
instructions, the Minister of the Interior issued orders banning demon- 
strations in favour of enosis, and making governors and police chiefs 
personally responsible for any disturbances in their districts. 

17 Dec.—Postponement of Cyprus question by U.N. Assembly (see 
United Nations, General Assembly). 

19 Dec.—Cyprus. The Press published a message from Mr Dulles, 
United States Secretary of State, claiming that the addition of the 
words ‘for the time being’ to the United Nations resolution had been 
made after his personal intervention. 

The Athens police broke up attempts by students to organize new 
riots in defiance of the Government ban on demonstrations. 

20 Dec.—King Paul appealed in a broadcast to the Greek people to 
remain faithful to Greece’s friends. He said no power on earth could 
thwart the natural evolution of the Cypriots’ wish for self-determination, 
but temporary disappointment at the United Nations decision which 
was not final, should not be allowed to obscure the big problems and 
dangers which could be met only as a united family of nations. He re- 
called the many British graves in Greece and the sacrifices of the Ameri- 
can people and reminded Greeks that without them neither Greece nor 


Cyprus might still exist. 


HONG KONG. 23 Dec.—China. The Roman Catholic Church in 
Hong Kong issued a statement saying that a Belgian priest, Father 
Schier, who was released by the Chinese Communists in November, had 
his back broken under torture and lay paralysed on a prison floor for six 
months. He was one of fourteen foreign and eighteen Chinese priests 
arrested in August 1951. 
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HUNGARY. 20 Dec.—Cardinal Mindszenty. The Catholic \ ey; 
Agency in Vienna said that Cardinal Mindszenty had been released ang 
was living in Budapest. 

21 Dec.—Mr Rakosi, first secretary of the central committee of the 
Communist Party, told a commemorative meeting of the National 
Assembly at Debrecen that the recently founded People’s Patriotic 
Front would not diminish the controlling role of the Communists jn 
the country. After denouncing ‘German militarism’ and ‘American 
imperialism’ he called for a stronger army and tighter internal security. 

Mr Nagy, Prime Minister, said that good-neighbour relations with 
Yugoslavia were progressing well, and the Government intended to 
pursue the same course with Austria. 

25 Dec.—Mr Noel Field. It was announced that Mr Noel Field and 
his wife (see Vol. X, p. 734) had asked for political asylum in Hungary. 


INDIA. 16 Dec.—United States. It was announced that the United 
States had signed an agreement with India promising a contribution of 
£1,571,000 to a malaria control plan. 

17 Dec.—Yugoslavia. President Tito of Yugoslavia arrived in 
Delhi on an official visit. 

20 Dec.—Finance. Sir Chintaman Deshmukh, Finance Minister, 
announced in the House of the People the Government’s decision to 
assume effective control of the Imperial Bank of India and also to 
establish a State Bank with the object of setting up branches throughout 
the country to encourage rural banking facilities. He gave an assurance 
that due regard would be paid to the unimpaired continuance of the 
credit and banking facilities usually enjoyed by commercial and other 
interests and that the usual confidential relationship between banks and 
their clients would be safeguarded. 

21 Dec.—Mr Nehru, Prime Minister, emphasized in a debate on 
industrial policy that India would follow the peaceful and democratic 
way to their objectives of full employment, increased production, and 
greater happiness. 

Yugoslavia. President Tito of Yugoslavia, addressing a joint session 
of Parliament, said that it was wrong to assume that the strengthening 
of ties between India, Burma, and Yugoslavia was an attempt to set up 
a third bloc. They were waging a persistent battle against the division 
of the world into blocs. He supported co-existence between nations with 
different political systems, and emphasized that this should imply active 
co-operation and the peaceful and agreed settlement of different 
problems. Earlier in his speech President Tito said that the initiative 
for the improvement in Soviet- Yugoslav relations had come from Russia 
following a statement by the Soviet leaders that Yugoslavia had been 
wrongly treated and condemned in 1948. 

22 Dec.—World Bank Loan. The World Bank announced approval 
of a $10 m. loan to the Industrial Credit and Investment Corpora- 
tion Ltd (formed by private investors in India, the United Kingdom, 
and the United States). It was the seventh loan made by the Bank for 
development projects in India and brought the total to $126,700,000. 
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23 Dec.—Yugoslavia. President Tito and Mr Nehru issued a joint 
statement saying that relations between India and Yugoslavia would be 
based on the five principles of recognition of each other’s sovereignty, 
independence, and integrity; non-aggression; equality; mutual respect 
and non-interference in domestic affairs in each other’s country and 
other countries; and the promotion of peaceful co-existence. It further 
stated that their policy of non-alignment was not passive neutralism or 
neutrality, and their accord must not be regarded as a third bloc of non- 
aligned countries. It was a positive, active, constructive policy seeking to 
lead to collective peace. 

27 Dec.—Portuguese Government statement on frontier violations 
(see Portugal). 

Goa. The Portuguese News Agency reported that bands of Indians 
had tried to cut railway communications at the Portuguese frontier of 
Goa, but had withdrawn on the arrival of Portuguese guards. 

28 Dec.—Conference of Colombo Powers, g.v. 

Portuguese statement on situation in Damiao (see Portugal). 

1 Dec.—China. A Government spokesman said that the attention 
of the Peking Government had been drawn to maps printed and pub- 
lished by the Chinese Government showing large areas of India, Burma, 
and Kashmir as Chinese territory. He said the Peking Government had 
apologized and explained that the maps had originally been published 
by the Nationalist Government and owing to an oversight had been 
reissued without correction. 

1 Jan.—American Airmen Sentenced in China. Mr Nehru, 
Prime Minister, told the press in Calcutta that in his opinion the United 
Nations had dealt with the case of the eleven American airmen in an 
‘unfortunate’ manner. The U.N. resolution was regrettable because it 
had been arrived at ‘in an ex parte way’ without reviewing the facts. 
The incident of the airmen showed the unreality of excluding Com- 
munist China from the United Nations. 

2 Jan.—Mr Hammarskjéld, U.N. Secretary-General, arrived in 
Delhi en route for Peking. 

3 Jan.—British Steel Offer. The Metallurgical Equipment Export 
Company of London made a formal offer to build a steel plant for the 
Indian Government. It expressed willingness to be associated with the 
Indian steel development programme in all its phases and said that 
payment could probably be spread over several years. 

The Ministry of Production was informed that the British Govern- 
ment were prepared to offer the same assistance for a State-sponsored 
steel enterprise as they would for a privately owned enterprise. 

U.N. Mission. Mr Hammarskjéld left for China after having a 
meeting with Mr Nehru. 


INDO-CHINA. 22 Dec.—Admiral Radford, chairman of the United 
States joint Chiefs of Staffs, arrived in Saigon. 

24 Dec.—Sino-Viet Minh agreement (see China). 

25 Dec.—Anti-French demonstrations were reported at the ports of 
Nhatrang and Phanrang, north-east of Saigon. 
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Indo-China (continued) 

26 Dec.—Further demonstrations were reported in which two French 
soldiers lost their lives. 

29 Dec.—Financial agreements between France and Associated 
States (see France). 

1 Jan.—Northern Vietnam. The Viet Minh Government returned 
to the city of Hanoi. 

Ho Chi Minh said in a New Year message that his Government 
remained desirous of establishing economic and cultural relations with 
France on a basis of equality and mutual benefit. He denounced the 
‘attempts of the United States to interfere in the internal affairs of 
Indo-China’ and called on the French to stop their propaganda aimed 
at persuading north Vietnamese to take refuge in the south. He said the 
closest relations should be established between north and south Vietnam 
to facilitate the organization of general elections and reunification. 

Cambodia. Mr Penn Nouth, Prime Minister, announced that 
Cambodia did not intend to join the French Union in its existing form, 
in accordance with its declared policy of refusing any association with 
France except on terms of full equality. 

U.S. aid to Associated States (see United States). 

2 Jan.—Viet Minh Protest. Zass announced that Russia had 
forwarded a Viet Minh declaration to the United States, France, and 
China alleging that the United States intended to train and equip South- 
ern Vietnam troops in violation of the Geneva agreements. 


INDONESIA. 28 Dec.—Conference of Colombo Powers, q.v. 

5 Jan.—The Government declared a state of war in a group of the 
Molucca Islands in eastern Indonesia where the rebel self-styled ‘South 
Moluccas Republic’ was in partial control. The islands affected were 
Ambon, Boane, Manipa, Haruku, Saparua, Nusalaut, Ceram, Watubela, 
and the Aru and Kai groups. 


IRAQ. 1 Jan.—U.S.S.R. Nuri es-Said, Prime Minister, told members 
of Parliament that there was an alliance against the Arabs between the 
Zionists and the Communists. 

3 Jan.—It was announced that the Soviet Chargé d’Affaires had been 
informed of the Government’s decision to suspend its diplomatic 
representation with the Soviet Union ‘for the time being’. (The Govern- 
ment had closed its Legation in Moscow on 6 November 1954.) 


ISRAEL. 21 Dec.—Egyptian protest re Tel Aviv trial (see Egypt). 

Request for meeting of Security Council on Bat Galim incident (see 
United Nations, Security Council). 

1 Jan.—Release of crew of Bat Galim (see Egypt). 

4 Jan.—The Knesset defeatea a Communist motion of no confidence 
which had been moved as a protest against an alleged bellicose state- 
ment by the Defence Minister, Mr Lavon. 

Security Council discussion of Bat Galim dispute (see United 
Nations, Security Council). 
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ITALY. 23 Dec.—Paris Agreements. ‘The Chamber of Deputies 
approved the Paris agreements by 335 votes to 215 and rejected by 316 
votes to 239 an amendment to postpone completion of ratification for 
three months. The Monarchist and M.S.I. groups voted in favour of the 
agreements. The opposition consisted of Communists, Nenni Socialists, 
and five others. The ballot was secret. 

Earlier the Chamber had rejected by a show of hands a Communist 
motion not to proceed further with ratification because of the ‘new 
situation’ created by the most recent decisions of the Atlantic Council 
which, the motion claimed, would result in an extreme aggravation of 
the international situation. The Chamber approved by a show of hands 
a proposal that, when depositing the Italian instrument of ratification, 
the Government should promote a conference of east and west European 
Powers for the purpose of extending a system of controls along the lines 
envisaged in the Paris agreements, with the object of achieving effective 
disarmament. 

27 Dec.—Albania. A commercial agreement between Albania and 
Italy was announced, following negotiations in Tirana. It was under- 
stood to provide for an exchange of goods in each direction of a total 
value of about £1,250,000. 


JAPAN. 16 Dec.—Soviet statement on normalization of relations with 
Japan (see U.S.S.R.). 

China. Mr Shigemitsu, Foreign Secretary, said in the Diet foreign 
affairs committee that it was impossible to refuse de facto recognition 
to the Chinese Communist Government. He would take steps to de- 
velop trade with China in so far as Japan’s international agreements 
allowed. 

17 Dec.—Ceylon. Sir John Kotelawala, Prime Minister of Ceylon, 
arrived on a seven-day official visit. 

U.S.S.R. Mr Shigemitsu said that Russia had not signed the San 
Francisco treaty and Mr Molotov’s approach (of 16 December) there- 
fore was a step forward, but it was not clear what were the intentions 
behind it. 

22 Dec.—Ceylon. Speaking at a luncheon given by industrialists, Sir 
John Kotelawala urged Japanese to invest in Ceylon’s economic develop- 
ment and promised that they would earn due reward and would be 
allowed ‘to take capital and dividends home when the time comes’. 

28 Dec.—Census. A Government statistics bureau reported that the 
population of Japan had reached 88,290,000. 

3 Jan.—United States. Admiral Radford, chairman of the U.S. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, arrived in Tokio for a three-day visit. 

4 Jan.—Compensation for Bikini Tests. The Foreign Minister 
announced that the United States had agreed to pay $2 m. compensa- 
tion for the damage and injury to Japanese fishermen after the Bikini 
hydrogen bomb explosion on 1 March 1954. 


JORDAN. 19 Dec.—Visit of King Hussein and Prime Minister to 
Britain (see Great Britain). 


24 CHRONOLOGY OF INTERNATIONAL EveENts, VOL. 11, No. 1 


Jordan (continued) 
22 Dec.—British statement on financial aid (see Great Britain). 
23 Dec.—Statement on Anglo-Jordan talks (see Great Britain). 


KENYA. 20 Dec.—Colonel Arthur Young, Commissioner of Police. 
tendered his resignation to the Governor, who referred it to the Colonial 
Secretary. (A difference of opinion between Colonel Young and the 
Kenya Government had arisen concerning the future status of the 
police force). 

23 Dec.—Screening. The Government announced that ‘holding 
centres’ were being established to which Kikuyu, Embu, and Meru 
guards would have to deliver prisoners or detained persons within 
twenty-four hours. It also announced that Sir Vincent Glenday, 
Speaker of the Central Legislative Assembly, had been appointed to 
conduct an investigation into screening camps on behalf of the Govern- 
ment. 

In dismissing the appeals of two Africans against their conviction, the 
Appeal Court of Eastern Africa again criticized screening camp methods. 


KOREA. 22 Dec.—The South Korean Provost Marshal, Lieut.-Gen. 
Won Yong Duk, demanded the immediate expulsion from Korea of 
Communist members of the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission. 
He said he would take ‘direct and remedial action’. 

A United States Army spokesman said that ‘appropriate safety 
measures’ had been enforced since Gen. Won first indicated that he 
might use force to expel the Polish and Czechoslovak members. 

2 Jan.—Admiral Radford, chairman of the United States Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said in Seoul that American forces were ready to 
use atomic weapons in South Korea ‘in case of renewed Communist 
aggression, if needed’. 

3 Jan.—At a meeting of the secretaries of the joint armistice com- 
mission, the U.N. Command stated that Communist aircraft had 
intruded over the demilitarized zone four times in the past nine days. 


LEBANON. 27 Dec.—Terrorist Ring. A military tribunal sentenced 
three members of a Zionist terrorist ring to death—two of them 7 
absentia—and twenty-seven others, seven in absentia, to prison terms 
ranging from two to twenty years. The gang’s activities included 
damage with bombs to the Beirut premises of the Arab Higher Com- 
mittee, and the blowing up of a house in Tyre causing the death of three 
persons. The gang consisted mainly of Palestinian refugees. 


LIBYA. 20 Dec.—Ministerial Changes. Government changes were 
announced, including the appointments of Ibrahim bin-Shaaban as 
Minister of Defence, and Dr Azi Nureddin al-Oneizi as Minister of 
Justice. 

28 Dec.—A ministerial delegation led by the Prime Minister, 
Mustapha ben Halim, flew to Paris on the French Government's 
invitation to negotiate on the question of the French bases in the 
Fezzan. 
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MALAYA. 28 Dec.—Nine Communist terrorists gave themselves up 
to the authorities in the biggest surrender since 1949. 

2 Jan.—Gen. Sir Geoffrey Bourne, Director of Operations, said in a 
broadcast survey that there had been fewer terrorist incidents in 1954 
than in any year since the emergency began in 1948. Seven hundred 
and thirteen terrorists had been killed or captured. The cost of the 
emergency still amounted to one-third of the country’s revenue, and 
the effort involved was shown by a single operation in the Raub area 
of Pahang, which had been successfully completed within the year but 
had cost the security forces seventy-five casualties—thirty-four killed, 
three captured, thirty-five surrendered, and three died in the jungle. 


MALTA. 18 Dec.—Major-General Sir Robert Laycock, Governor, 
issued a proclamation dissolving the Legislative Assembly. He said in 
a broadcast that the most important issue at the time of the Govern- 
ment’s defeat on 23 November had been the proposed three-party talks 
with the British Government to discuss the offer to transfer the island’s 
affairs from the Colonial Office to the Home Office. The position of 
Malta as a fortress inevitably entailed some constitutional restriction on 
full self-government in the fields of defence and external affairs. For 
that reason and because of its small size and lack of natural resources, 
Malta was not eligible for dominion status, but its unique character 
justified the offer of transfer to the Home Office. He said that they should 
not be impressed ‘by the too simple notion that the answer to Malta’s 
economic future is to make the British pay. . .. You cannot expect the 
already overburdened British taxpayer (who pays much higher taxes in 
proportion to his income than you do in Malta) to put his hand still 
deeper into his pocket unless he is sure that Malta on her side is doing 
her best’. 


MOROCCO. 23 Dec.—A bomb exploded in the European quarter of 
Casablanca killing one Frenchwoman and wounding three French and 
eight Moroccans. In the new Medina (Moorish quarter) two Moroccans 
were killed and one wounded by machine gun fire from a closed car. 

25 Dec.—Two Moroccans were killed and eight wounded in a series 
of terrorist attacks. 

28 Dec.—One Frenchman and three Moroccans were shot dead and 
two others were found killed in the new Medina of Casablanca. Another 
Moroccan was seriously wounded. 

31 Dec.—T wo Moroccans were shot dead in Casablanca. 

A bomb exploded in Rabat on the doorstep of a French official’s 
house, causing damage but no casualties. 

2 Jan.—Two shopkeepers, one French and one Moroccan, were shot 
dead in Casablanca. 

3 Jan.—A Moroccan police inspector was shot dead in Rabat. 


NEPAL. 3 Jan.—Congress party leaders informed the Royal Council 
of their decision to launch on 10 January ‘a non-violent and peaceful 
agitation against the Government for the following demands: (1) 
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Nepal (continued) 
maintenance of law and order in the country, providing security of life 
and property; (2) an independent judiciary and the granting of funda- 
mental rights to the people; (3) early general elections; (4) control of 
inflation; (5) the protection of national independence. The leaders said 
that these demands had been placed before the Government six months 
earlier but nothing had been done. 


NETHERLANDS. 4 Jan.—U.S.S.R. The Soviet Ambassador rejected 
Dutch official complaints that the staff of the Soviet Embassy had 
grown unnecessarily large (see Vol. 10, p. 804). The Ambassador told 
Mr Beyen, the Foreign Minister, that the Soviet Embassy expected the 
Foreign Ministry to ensure that there should be no future obstruction of 
normal additions to staff or of normal activities of the Soviet Embassy 
and its commercial section. He said the commercial section had been 
increased from fifteen to thirty-one members because of a large increase 
in Netherlands—Soviet trade. 


NIGERIA. 29 Dec.—Northern Elections. The northern Federal 
elections resulted in a victory for the Northern People’s Congress (led 
by the Sardauna of Sokoto) which obtained 79 of the 92 seats. 


NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION. 17 Dec.—The 
North Atlantic Council met in Paris. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs, 
Defence, Finance, Economic Affairs, and Defence Production attended. 

During consideration of a report on political matters, Mr Dulles 
expressed the view that Communist policy over the U.S. airmen in 
China had been a deliberate attempt to provoke the United States into 
hasty unilateral action which would tend to weaken the alliance at a 
critical moment. 

M. Mendés-France described the Soviet threat to denounce the 
Franco-Soviet treaty as an attempt to intimidate and influence the 
French Assembly’s vote on the Paris agreements, and he declared that 
the threat would not in any way modify the French Government’s 
determination to secure ratification of the agreements. 

Sir Anthony Eden emphasized the importance of the Paris agree- 
ments in strengthening the N.A.T.O. alliance, and also stressed the 
unanimous agreement that Western European Union should not become 
a rival of the Atlantic alliance. He urged the west not to be impressed by 
the Communist threat to set up a command organization, saying that the 
size of the satellites’ armed forces already imposed a strain on their 
economies and their size was already limited by their economies. They 
were, moreover, already controlled by Moscow. 

18 Dec.—The Council issued a communiqué at the conclusion of its 
meeting in Paris. It stated that Ministers had welcomed the extension 
of political consultation within the Council and had noted with interest 
the steady progress in the infra-structure programmes and in emergency 
planning in the civil field. They recommended the continuation of these 
studies, in particular in civil defence. 
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The Council welcomed the efforts being made under the aegis of the 
United Nations for a world-wide agreement for a general limitation and 
control of armaments. It agreed that Soviet policy, backed by ever- 
increasing military power, continued, in spite of some outward signs of 
flexibility, to be directed towards weakening and dividing the western 
nations, contributed no constructive solution for ensuring world securi- 
ty, and provided no ground for belief that the threat to the free world 
had diminished. The Council reaffirmed its will to build for peace on 
solid foundations of unity and strength, and noted with satisfaction the 
progress made towards bringing into effect the Paris agreements. 

The Council noted that the completion of negotiations between the 
Netherlands and the United States would permit the establishment of 
a supreme headquarters air defence technical centre at the Hague, and 
that the N.A.T.O. defence college, in its fourth year, had made a 
valuable contribution of qualified personnel to N.A.T.O. and to member 
Governments. It approved as a basis for defence planning and prepara- 
tions a report of the military committee which took into account 
modern developments in weapons and techniques, noting that approval 
of the report ‘did not involve the delegation of the responsibility of 
Governments to make decisions for putting plans into action in the 
event of hostilities’. 

The Council accepted as military guidance a report by the military 
committee which stressed that the level of forces for the defence of the 
N.A.T.O. area should be maintained as planned. It noted that there 
had been an increase in the strength of N.A.T.O. forces and further 
steady improvement in their efficiency over the past year. Satisfaction 
was expressed at the expansion of European defence production as 
well as the continued provision of North American equipment, and 
continued co-operation in research and development was urged. Firm 
force goals for 1955, provisional goals for 1956, and planning goals for 
1957 were adopted, the firm force goals for 1955 being about the same 
numerical strength as for 1954 but of greater efficiency. It was agreed 
that the German defence contribution under the Paris agreements 
remained an indispensable addition to the western defence effort. 

The Council noted the encouraging economic developments in many 
member countries over the past year, and recognized that further steady 
growth in the economic strength of the alliance as a whole was essential 
for the well-being and security of all member countries and that a 
strengthening of economic co-operation was necessary. 


ORGANIZATION FOR EUROPEAN ECONOMIC CO-OPERA- 
TION. 17 Dec.—Germany. The O.E.E.C. published its annual report 
on west German economy. After tracing the steep rise in production 
and building it said that by mid-summer of 1954 there were only about 
800,000 unemployed—about 3-5 per cent of available man power. By 
June 1954 gold and dollar reserves amounted to $1,450 m. against 
$830 m. the previous year. The volume of imports increased by 13 per 
cent and of exports by 17 per cent. The dollar balance, which had a 
slight deficit in 1952, had a surplus of 285 m. in 1953. 
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PANAMA. 2 Jan.—President Remon was assassinated in Panama 
City by unknown assailants. 

Several persons were detained for questioning, among them |); 
Arnulfo Arias, the former President. 

3 Jan.—The first Vice-President and Foreign Minister, Sefior José 
Ramon Guizado, assumed the Presidency. 

A Government spokesman said the murder of President Remon was 
planned and committed by ‘foreign mercenaries’. 


PAKISTAN. 20 Dec.—Cabinet Changes. Mr Suhrawardy, the United 
Front leader from east Bengal, was brought into the central Government 
as Minister of Law. Mr H. I. Rahimtoola was appointed Minister of 
Commerce. 


PERU. 23 Dec.—Peruvian memorandum on Onassis dispute (see Great 
Britain). 


POLAND. 22 Dec.—Anglo-Polish trade agreement (see Great Britain), 


PORTUGAL. 27 Dec.—India. The Portuguese Government issued a 
statement on two Indian Notes of 2 September and 10 December which 
had protested against two frontier violations. The Portuguese statement 
said that investigation had revealed that on 18 August a Portuguese 
patrol consisting of a corporal and two soldiers had inadvertently 
crossed a few yards into Indian territory at night time in the Goa 
frontier district, and on 8 December one policeman of Damfo had 
encroached a few yards into Indian territory and was arrested. ‘lhe 
Portuguese Government was surprised at the publicity given by the 
Indian Parliament and press to these insignificant incidents, but the 
Portuguese Legation in Delhi had been instructed to give the Indian 
Government an explanation and to ask for the release of the policeman 
so that he could be tried. It was the lamentable importance given by the 
Indian Government to these small incidents which inflamed agitation 
favourable to her ends and was meant also to impress foreign opinion. 
The statement pointed out that there had been similar incidents on 
India’s part. 

28 Dec.—A statement by the Ministry for Oversea Provinces said 
that according to information received from Damifo events in India 
roused apprehension that action was being prepared against Portuguese 
territory. Damao had been completely isolated by the Indian authori- 
ties, and armed forces near the frontier strengthened. 

Note to British Government (see Great Britain). 

Reports of Indian attempt to cut Goa railway (see India). 


RHODESIA AND NYASALAND. 2 Jan.—Northern Rhodesia. 
Copperbelt Dispute. The Chamber of Mines withdrew its offer to 
submit miners’ wage claims to arbitration in view of the African Mince- 
workers’ Union’s decision to strike. 

3 Jan.—About 95 per cent of African miners on the copperbelt 
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obeyed a strike called by the African Mineworkers’ Union for an increase 
of ros. 8d. a shift. 


RUMANIA. 18 Dec.—The Rumanian News Agency reported that 
lon Bodea, a Rumanian, had been executed by a firing squad for high 
treason after trial by a military court on charges of spying for Britain. 
Five others were sentenced to imprisonment, two receiving life sentences. 

26 Dec.—Rationing. Rationing was abolished, and it was announced 
that the prices of goods formerly rationed would be stabilized at the 
commercial prices enforced in Socialist trade (i.e. the prices on the 
normal ‘free market’). To compensate for higher prices the Government 
decreed the payment of allowances, amounting to about ro per cent of 
wages, to supplement the ordinary wage. 

1 Jan.—Trials. It was learned that secret trials had been held during 
November and December, involving about 150 Socialists, includ- 
ing Mr Titel-Petrescu, former President of the Social Democratic 
Party and opponent of fusion with the Communists, who was sentenced 
to twenty-five years’ hard labour. ‘The secretary-general of the Inde- 
pendents, Adrian Dimitru, and three pre-war leaders of the Rumanian 
Confederation of Labour received the same sentence, and four former 
trade union leaders were sentenced to twenty years’ imprisonment. 


SAUDI ARABIA. 29 Dec.—Composition of tribunal to consider 
Buraimi dispute (see Great Britain). 


SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL. 20 Dec.—The Council of the 
Socialist International met in Amsterdam. 

Mr Herbert Morrison (Britain) appealed to Herr Ollenhauer (Ger- 
many) to change his views and to support German rearmament within 
the western system of collective defence, but the German Social 
Democratic leader maintained his opposition. 

No vote was taken but all the speakers except Herr Ollenhauer and 
the Swedish delegate (who was neutral) supported Mr Morrison. 

21 Dec.—The Council concluded its meeting after having issued a 
strong protest against the persecution of Czech Socialists by the Czech 
Government. Among its decisions the Council agreed to extend co- 
operation with Asian Socialists; to appoint an administrative secretary 
to assist the collaboration of Socialist parties in the European coal and 
steel organization; to develop the co-operation of Socialist book pub- 
lishers throughout the world; and to arrange conferences on propa- 
ganda, Government planning, municipal administration, and on 
workers’ sporting and cultural activities. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 17 Dec.—Bantu Education. ‘The Minister for 
Native Affairs published a notice in the Government Gazette pro- 
hibiting the establishment, conduct, or maintenance after 31 March 
1955 of any Bantu or native school other than a Government Bantu 
school, unless registered as prescribed. 

23 Dec.—Bantu Education. Dr Verwoerd, Minister for Native 
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South Africa (continued) 
Affairs, gave a warning that children who were kept from school as g 
protest against the Bantu Education Act might not be placed in a schoo] 
again. He referred to a resolution passed by the African National Con- 
gress calling on Africans to withdraw their children from junior schools 
indefinitely from 1 April 1955 and to wage an uncompromising battle 
against the Act. 

30 Dec.—Mr Kahn. The Cape Supreme Court dismissed the appeal 
by Mr Sam Kahn, formerly a Natives’ member of Parliament, against 
his conviction under the Suppression of Communism Act. 

4 Jan.—Foreign Minister. ‘The Prime Minister announced that he 
had appointed Mr Louw, Finance Minister, to be Minister of External 
Affairs while retaining the finance portfolio. 


SPAIN. 29 Dec.—An official statement issued after a meeting between 
Gen. Franco and Don Juan, Count of Barcelona, recorded agreement 
that Don Juan’s eldest son, the Infante Don Juan Carlos, ‘should con- 
tinue his studies and complete his training in Spain for the better 
service of the country, given the position he occupies in the monarchist 
dynasty’. Grants for the education of Prince Juan Carlos were also agreed. 

31 Dec.—Gen. Franco said in a broadcast that, although Spain was 
a monarchy, that did not mean that the old vices and defects which had 
ruined the old monarchist regime could be revived. 


SUDAN. 19 Dec.—Cabinet Crisis. Ismail el-Azhari, Prime Minister, 
issued a statement drawing public attention to a ‘serious situation’. He 
said that one of his Ministers had asked for the removal of certain of his 
colleagues from the Cabinet, stating that otherwise he and other 
Ministers would co-operate with the opposition Umma Party and cause 
the Cabinet to fall. He had replied with a demand that the Cabinet 
should concentrate on the Sudanization question which required a 
decision before 1 January, but a second Minister had refused to attend 
during his (the Prime Minister’s) absence from Khartoum, thus 
obstructing the meetings and delaying a decision on Sudanization. 

20 Dec.—Mirghani Hamza, Education Minister, Khalfalla Khalid, 
Defence Minister, and Ahmed Jali, State Minister, issued a statement 
in reply to the Prime Minister. They denied that they had threatened 
to co-operate with the Umma Party to overthrow the Government, and 
accused the Prime Minister of allowing access to Government secrets 
only to certain Ministers, ‘ignoring others who he knows do not accept 
Egyptian domination’. The statement called on the Government to 
define its programme immediately. (The three Ministers were all mem- 
bers of the Khatmia sect.) 

Broadcast by Major Salem (see Egypt). 

21 Dec.—Ismail el-Azhari, Prime Minister, asked Major Salem, 
Egyptian Minister of National Guidance, to stop making capital out of 
Sudan ministerial crises, and to use his influence with the Egyptian 
Press to stop the campaign against the three ‘rebel’ ministers in the 
Sudan Cabinet. 
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23 Dec.—At the request of the Prime Minister, the Governor dis- 
missed the three rebel Khatmia Ministers. 

27 Dec.—El Azhari, the Prime Minister, announced his decision to 
take over the Defence Ministry, and he appointed Hassan Awadalla as 
Minister of Agriculture, Ibrahim el Mahalawi as Minister for Mineral 
Resources (a new portfolio), and Mudathir el Bushi as Minister of 
Justice. He also created new Ministries for members of the Cabinet who 
had no portfolios. 

El Azhari told a Khartoum newspaper that the Sudan should be ‘an 
independent republic with its own President, Government, and Parlia- 
ment’, and that a supreme council should be set up by Egypt and the 
Sudan to discuss questions of common interest. 

2 Jan.—Sudanization. Under the terms of the compensation 
ordinance, seventy-one British technicians in Khartoum resigned, and 
fifteen were given notice by the Sudan Government. 

4 Jan.—The twelve British judges of the Sudan judiciary gave notice 
of their resignation and requested their release in February or March. 
All five British specialists of the Health Ministry and five British nurses 
also gave notice. 


SWITZERLAND. 16 Dec.—Government Elections. The Federal 
Assembly elected Federal Councillor Max Petitpierre, chief of the 
federal political department, as President of the Confederation for 1955, 
and Federal Councillor Markus Feldmann, chief of the federal depart- 
ment of justice and police, as Vice-President of the Government. 
Three new members of the Federal Council were also elected to replace 
two members who had resigned and Federal Councillor Escher who 
had recently died. 

29 Dec.—Representations to United States regarding increased 
duties on Swiss watches (see United States). 


TUNISIA. 1 Jan.—M. Dupuch, Prefect of Constantine, stated that the 
rebellion in the Aurés region was ‘everywhere on the down-grade’, 
but the task of repression was a laborious one and was not yet complete. 
Since the outbreak in November seventy-five rebels had been killed in 
action and some thirty wounded; over 800 suspects had been arrested 
and 2,500 weapons seized. 

3 Jan.—Neo Destour Manifesto. Neo Destour extremists issued 
in Geneva through Salah ben Youssef, their Secretary-General, a 
manifesto accusing M. Mendés-France’s Government of failing to 
honour its promise to grant Tunisia home rule and of offering instead a 
perpetuation of the status quo and the colonial regime. It said that the 
Tunisian people would accept only an autonomy vested in a public 
authority which was exclusively national and exercised without any 
division of Tunisian territory, and it set out the following demands: 
(1) a strict time limit on restrictions of sovereignty; (2) the transfer of all 
powers to maintain law and order and French recognition of the right 
to reconstitute a national army; (3) the return of judicial authority and 
reorganization of the judicial system into a single administration of 
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Tunisia (continued) 

justice; (4) the transfer of education to the autonomous Government: 
and (5) liberty to pursue an independent economic, monetary, and cus- 
toms policy. 


TURKEY. 22 Dec.—Germany. Turkish and west German tra 
delegations signed a provisional economic agreement which was subject 
to the approval of their Governments. Its most important provision was 
the grant by Germany to Turkey of an additional credit of 225 m. marks 
(about $55 m.) guaranteed by the Hermes Institution, of which 180m, 
marks would be allotted to capital goods purchased by Turkish State 
enterprises and 45 m. marks to consumer goods for private enterprise. 
It was agreed that the existing trade agreement should be extended 
until 30 June 1955 to allow negotiations for a new agreement on a 
different basis. 

3 Jan.—Journalists’ Appeal. ‘The President received a telegram 
from the Foreign Press Club of Italy (having a membership of 212 
journalists of thirty-one nationalities) expressing ‘grave concern’ 
regarding the situation of Turkish journalists ‘now imprisoned or 
suffering legal prosecution, more than twenty of whom have been sub- 
jected to fines, been tried, or are serving terms of imprisonment’. ‘I'he 
telegram requested the President’s ‘benevolent intervention’ in the 
matter. 


UGANDA. 20 Dec.—The Lukiko of Buganda decided to appoint a 
committee of seven Africans to discuss, in conjunction with two legal 
experts, the implications of the Hancock constitutional reforms. 

5 Jan.—It was learned that the Kabaka of Buganda (in London) had 
authorized his brother, Prince Henry Kimera, to make a statement in 
Uganda saying that he (the Kabaka) supported the Namirembe Agree- 
ment as a starting point in the Lukiko’s discussions on the future con- 
stitution, and considered that if the new committee set up by the Lukiko 
were to draft a new set of proposals this would ‘only result in consider- 
able delay’. 


UNITED NATIONS 

17 Dec.—U.S. Airmen Sentenced in China. Mr Chou En-lai, 
Chinese Communist Prime Minister, sent two telegrams to Mr Ham- 
marskjéld, Secretary-General, one of which accepted his offer of 10 
December to visit China to discuss the case of the eleven imprisoned 
American airmen, saying that he accepted ‘in the interests of peace 
and relaxation of international tension’. The other telegram said that 
‘no amount of clamour on the part of the United States can shake 
China’s just stand of exercising its own sovereign right in convicting 
the United States’ spies’. It also stated that the case of the spies {had 
nothing to do with the question of the prisoners of war in Korea, and 
that in that connection the United States had connived at the forcible 
retention in June 1953 of 27,000 Korean and Chinese prisoners and 
the subsequent abduction of more than 21,000 Chinese captured 
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personnel who had been pressed into the forces of Syngman Rhee and 
Chiang Kai-shek. It protested that the United Nations wilfully ignored 
the tragic rejection and abduction of these 48,000 captured Korean and 
Chinese personnel but was casting slander upon China’s conviction of 
eleven United States spies. Mr Chou En-lai requested that the telegram 
be circulated among delegates with the exception of the representatives 
of Chiang Kai-shek. 

29 Dec.—Appeal of Chinese Students in the United States. In a 
letter to Mr Hammarskjéld, Secretary-General, thirty-one Chinese 
students, who had been denied permission to return to China by the 
United States authorities, asked him to put their case before the Human 
Rights Commission and before the delegations of the various member 


nations. 


General Assembly 
17 Dec.—Cyprus. The General Assembly endorsed the Political 


Committee’s decision to shelve the Cyprus question by 50 votes to none 
with 8 abstentions. 

Mr Nutting (Britain) said that he believed that the vote showed how 
much support there was in the Assembly for the British view that, legal 
considerations altogether apart, a full-dress discussion on Cyprus could 
achieve no useful purpose. The British Government was firmly re- 
solved to continue to assist the people of Cyprus to develop their own 
political institutions, and to proceed in an orderly and peaceful manner 
toward self-government. 

Mr Kyrou (Greece) said the question remained open, and if Britain 
failed to implement the Cypriot right of self-determination the case 
would have to be brought up again before the United Nations. 

Soviet Complaints. ‘The Assembly upheld by 44 votes to 5 with 
8 abstentions, the Political Committee’s rejection of the Soviet com- 
plaint alleging United States responsibility for acts of aggression against 
China. 

It also endorsed, by 39 votes to 5 with 14 abstentions, the Political 
Committee’s recommendation to refer to the International Law Com- 
mission the Soviet complaint of ‘violation of freedom of navigation in 
the China Seas’. 

Morocco. The Assembly unamimously approved a declaration of 
confidence that a satisfactory solution of the Moroccan problem would 
be achieved, having amended the resolution of the Political Committee 
which had postponed further consideration of the problem. South Africa 
abstained on the ground that the United Nations had no competence 
in the matter. 


General Assembly—Political Committee 
16 Dec.—Tunisia. The committee adopted a resolution on Tunisia 
sponsored by fourteen countries of the Arab-Asian group which noted 
with satisfaction that the parties concerned had entered into negotiations 
ne decided to postpone further consideration of the item ‘for the time 
eing’. 
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United Nations (continued) 
Security Council 

21 Dec.—Israeli-Egyptian Dispute. Mr Eban (Israel), in a lette; 
to the President of the Security Council, stated that the Bat Galim had 
not been released by Egypt with its crew and cargo nor permitted to 
proceed on its journey. He asked for an early meeting of the Counc 
to consider the matter further. 

_ 23 Dec.—The Egyptian Government informed the President of the 
U.N. Security Council that the cargo and crew of the Bat Galim would 
be released to Israel on 1 January. 

4 Jan.—The Council resumed discussion of the Israeli complaint 
about the seizure of the Bat Galim by Egypt. 

The Egyptian delegate reported that his Government had already 
released the crew of the Bat Galim because of insufficient evidence 
against them, and the cargo had also been released. He suggested that 
the future of the ship should be discussed by a special committee of the 
Palestine mixed armistice commission and the whole incident be 
considered closed. 

Sir Pierson Dixon (U.K.) emphasized that Britain attached the 
greatest importance to the principle of freedom of navigation through 
the Suez Canal, pointing out that the canal was one of the world’s 
great arteries of traffic and of particular importance to members of the 
Commonwealth. He welcomed Egypt’s declaration of continued 
adherence to the Constantinople Convention but regretted that his 
Government could not accept Egypt’s interpretation of relevant sections 
of the convention. His Government also considered it not only regret- 
table but also dangerous that the Egyptian Government had not com- 
plied fully with the Security Council’s resolution of 1951 calling upon 
Egypt to terminate the restrictions on international shipping and goods, 
wherever bound, and to cease interference with such shipping. ‘The 
Palestine armistice agreement clearly looked forward to a permanent 
settlement in Palestine, a settlement which still eluded the parties con- 
cerned and which the Security Council could not bring about by itself. 
If the authority of the Council were undermined by any action by either 
party the consequences might be disastrous. 


UNITED STATES 16 Dec —Pledge to France re co-ordination be- 
tween American aid agencies and the armaments agency of Western 
European Union (see France). 

Aid to India for malaria control (see Jndta). 

Soviet Protest. The Russian Minister delivered a Note protesting 
against remarks made in England by Brigadier-General Stevenson, 
U.S. Air Force, about the ability of American aircraft stationed there 
to launch atomic attacks on the Soviet Union. (A similar Note was 
delivered to the British Government.) 

17 Dec.—President’s Message. President Eisenhower issued a 
Christmas message in which he said that the free nations must be pre- 
pared to meet the harsh challenge of inertia, despair, and materialism. 
The United States must enlarge the design of its partnership so that 
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its war-time allies should enjoy together the rich rewards of a stable 
era. He promised to those nations which hesitated between two camps 
respect for their ‘inalienable right of self-decision’ but gave a warning 
that the United States would not buy peace at the price of principle. 

Trade Policy. President Eisenower issued an executive order 
setting out uniform procedures for the award of Government contracts 
under the ‘Buy American’ Act. These provided that a domestic bid 
would be deemed ‘unreasonable’ if the difference were more than 6 per 
cent of the foreign price, including applicable duties and costs incurred 
in the United States; or if it were more than ro per cent of the foreign 
price exclusive of such duties and costs. (In the case of bids less than 
$25,000 under the second method, only the applicable duty need be 
excluded.) The order stipulated that foreign bids, even when conform- 
ing to these criteria, might be rejected if an American low bidder 
produced his materials in areas of substantial unemployment as deter- 
mined by the Secretary of Labour. In addition, heads of Government 
agencies were empowered to invoke the public interest as a reason for 
awarding contracts to American bidders where the difference exceeded 
the new limits. 

20 Dec.—Defence. Mr Wilson, Defence Secretary, announced a 
defence programme under which the strength of the Army, Navy, and 
Marine Corps would be reduced by 417,000 by 30 June 1956, and that 
of the Air Force increased by 14,000. 

21 Dec.—Western Defence. Mr Dulles, Secretary of State, in a 
statement to the press on the North Atlantic Council meeting just con- 
cluded in Paris, said that for the first time N.A.T.O. could be relied on 
to protect western Europe from invasion by ‘revolutionary changes’ in 
the concept of defence. Aggression, if attempted, would be ‘thrown back 
at the threshold’. He also made clear that in the United States, as in 
other countries, it was the civil authorities, not the military, which 
made the grave decisions, and that would be the situation in the North 
Atlantic alliance. 

22 Dec.—U.S.S.R. The United States and the Soviet Union signed 
an agreement under which Russia agreed to return in the summer of 
1955 twenty-seven small naval craft lent her under the lend-lease 
agreement. This left 121 vessels still under negotiation. ‘The negotiations 
had been proceeding since 1948. 

23 Dec.—McCarran Act. The Court of Appeals upheld by two to 
one the validity of the 1950 McCarran Act requiring the Communist 
Party to register as Soviet-dominated. The decision was the first ruling 
on the constitutionality of the Act. 

24 Dec.—Paris Agreements. President Eisenhower issued a state- 
ment on the French Assembly’s adverse vote on the first clause of the 
Bill to ratify the Paris agreements (see France). He said he regarded the 
setback as being of the ‘utmost seriousness’ to the free world. The 
Government hoped it would not represent ‘the final French decision’. 

28 Dec.—Anglo-American agreement on coal (see Great Britain). 

29 Dec.—Appeal to United Nations by Chinese students (see United 
Nations). 
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United States (continued) 

Switzerland. The Swiss Minister received instructions to inform the 
State Department (in reply to its offer to consider reducing certain 
customs duties to compensate for the raised tariff on imported watches), 
that the only acceptable compensation would be the cancellation of the 
increased duties on Swiss watches entering the United States. 

31 Dec.—U.S.S.R. A Note was received from the Soviet Governnent 
promising to free two American citizens, William Marchuk and John 
Noble, who had been detained in Russia since 1949 and 1945 respec- 
tively. The Note asked for the return of eleven Russian children, three 
of whom were in the United States and eight in west Germany. ‘They 
were the children of Soviet peronnel who had been in Germany during 
the war. 

1 Jan.—Indo-China. The Foreign Operations Administration began 
supplying direct financial aid to the three Indo-Chinese States of south 
Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos. It stated that it was ‘in addition to the 
economic aid that has been given to these three States since 1950’. 

3 Jan.—Travel Restrictions on Russians. The Soviet Ambas- 
sador was informed in a Note of new travel restrictions banning the 
entry of Soviet citizens in the United States into certain specified 
border zones and other listed areas. The restrictions were imposed for 
security reasons and as retaliation for travel restrictions on American 
citizens in the Soviet Union. Mr Dulles said in the Note that he would 
be willing to reconsider the restrictions if Moscow took similar action. 

4 Jan.—Compensation to Japan for hydrogen bomb test damage 
and injury (see Japan). 

Finance. The Federal Reserve Board raised from 50 to 60 per cent 
the down payment required for the purchase of stocks on margin. 

5 Jan.—Agreement to send more wheat to Yugoslavia (see Yugo- 
slavia). 


U.S.S.R. 16 Dec.—Note to France. The Government delivered to the 
French Ambassador a Note saying that France, by signing the Paris 
agreements, had flagrantly violated its obligations under the 1944 
Franco-Soviet treaty, both as regards the prevention of fresh German 
aggression and as regards non-participation in military alliances directed 
against the U.S.S.R. It warned the French Government that if the 
Paris agreements were ratified the Soviet Government would have no 
choice but to recommend to the Praesidium of the Supreme Soviet 
that the treaty be annulled. In this event the entire responsibility would 
rest with the French Government. 

Japan. Mr Molotov, Foreign Minister, read a statement to the press 
in which he referred to Mr Shigemitsu’s declaration of readiness to re- 
establish normal relations with the Soviet Union subject to certain 
conditions. Mr Molotov said the Soviet Union agreed with this view and 
was ready to enter into practical discussions on the question. 

Great Britain. Marshal Zhukov, in an article in Pravda quoted by 
Moscow Radio, said that the history of international relations and 
military history ‘records few examples of such betrayal of allies as this 
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treachery of Mr Churchill and Field-Marshal Montgomery which they 
displayed at the end of the second world war’ in the ‘double-dealing 
order’ to stack German arms for possible use against the Russians. 

Soviet protest re U.S. statement on ability of bombers in Britain to 
deliver atomic attack on Russia (see United States). 

17 Dec.—The Foreign Ministry sent Notes to the smaller non- 
Communist Powers in reply to their Notes declining the Soviet invita- 
tion to the Moscow conference on European security. The Note to 
Belgium, which was believed to be similar to those sent to other coun- 
tries, said that the Soviet Union remained convinced that ‘real security 
for the peoples of Europe, both large and small, can only be assured by 
means of renouncing plans to remilitarize Germany’. A copy of the 
declaration issued at the Moscow conference on 29 November was 
enclosed. 

20 Dec.—Great Britain. A Note was handed to the British Ambas- 
sador stating that ratification of the Paris agreements for the rearming 
of western Germany would leave the Soviet Government no choice but 
to annul the Anglo-Soviet treaty of 1942. 

The Note was almost identical with that sent to France, except that 
in the Note to Britain a passage referring to the dire consequences of 
atomic, chemical, and bacteriological warfare added that the conse- 
quences ‘constitute a particular danger for the thickly populated Euro- 
pean countries with small territories’. 

21 Dec.—British reply to Soviet threat to annul Anglo-Soviet treaty 
(see Great Britain). 

22 Dec.—Agreement on return of naval vessels to United States (see 
United States). 

24 Dec.—Sentences on ‘Beria Accomplices’. ‘The Soviet press 
announced that Viktor Abakumov, former chief of the Ministry of 
National Security, and three other men had been condemned to death 
as accomplices of Laurenti Beria, the former head of the secret police 
who was executed in December 1953. The announcement said that 
other accomplices had been sent to prison. 

25 Dec.—France. Moscow Radio broadcast a statement acclaim- 
ing the French Assembly’s initial vote on Western European Union 
(see France) and saying that the British and United States ‘threats’ to 
France were ‘insolent pressure’. 

28 Dec.—Repatriation of prisoners (see Austria). 

31 Dec.—Mr Malenkov, Prime Minister, said, in reply to questions 
from an American television company, that the Soviet Union remained 
ready to do everything possible to guarantee ‘lasting and firm peaceful 
relations’ with the United States. He considered that the principal 
cause of tension between the U.S.S.R. and the United States lay in 
the American policy of resurrecting a ‘revenge-seeking’ west German 
army, the armaments drive, and the establishment of U.S. bases around 
the Soviet Union and other ‘peace-loving’ States. He said he would 
welcome negotiations between the countries concerned for the settle- 
ment of Far Eastern questions, and in regard to disarmament said that 
the Soviet Union still stood for the unconditional banning of atomic 
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U.S.S.R. (continued) 
weapons and for the establishment of a strict. international contro! oye; 
implementation of the ban. 

Asked his views about a top-level four-Power conference, }\|; 
Malenkov said the three western Powers had done everything to prevent 
the convening of such a conference and were striving to solve by , 
separate arrangement the most important international questions, not- 
ably that of Germany. ‘One could not pursue such a policy and at the 
same time create the illusion of the possibility of holding a four-Power 
conference’. 

Note to United States regarding detained persons (see United States), 

1 Jan.—British statement on Mr Malenkov’s replies of 31 December, 

3 Jan.—lIraq decision to suspend diplomatic representation with 
U.S.S.R. (see Iraq). 

U.S. travel restrictions on Soviet citizens (see United States). 

4 Jan.—Rejection of Netherlands’ complaint re Soviet Embassy 
staff (see Netherlands). , 

5 Jan.—Yugoslavia. Yugoslav and Soviet representatives signed in 
Moscow a one-year trade agreement providing for an exchange of goods 
to a value of about £7,143,100 on each side. 


VATICAN CITY. 22 Dec.—China. The Pope issued an Encyclical 
letter addressed to the clergy and faithful in China in which he called 
upon them to resist the Peking Government’s efforts to promote a 
national Church. 

The Vatican also issued a statement relating to the persecution of 
Roman Catholics in China. It said that forty-nine archbishops, bishops, 
and apostolic prefects had been expelled from China, as well as \igr 
Riberi, the Apostolic Inter-Nuncio; seventeen bishops and prefects 
were still in prison; and six archbishops and bishops had died in 
captivity. The number of Chinese priests expelled was 2,645 and ninety- 
eight were still imprisoned. More than 200 Chinese priests or religious 
leaders had died through persecution, and about 300 were detained or 
under police surveillance. Three Roman Catholic universities, 1,720 
schools, 216 hospitals, 781 dispensaries, and 254 orphanages had been 
confiscated by the Government, and 25 periodicals suppressed. 


YEMEN. 27 Dec.—Aden-Yemeni frontier agreement (see Aden 
Protectorate). 


YUGOSLAVIA. 17 Dec.—Visit of President Tito to India (see India). 
21 Dec.—President Tito’s speech to Indian Parliament (see Jndia). 
23 Dec.—Joint Indian—-Yugoslav statement (see India). 

Great Britain. The British Embassy announced an agreement under 
which Britain had agreed to defer from 1958 to 1962 full repayment of 
£17 m. worth of British credits granted between 1949 and 1951. ‘The 
rate of interest had also been lowered. The Embassy said the deferment 
had been arranged because Yugoslavia had had bad harvests and heavy 
debts falling due for repayment in this and the following few years. 
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Mr Dedijer. Mr Dedijer, a member of the Communist Party central 
committee, gave interviews to correspondents of The Times and the New 
York Times during which he said he had been subjected to pressure to 
forsake his lifelong friendship for Mr Djilas (who was expelled from the 
central committee in January) and that a party control commission had 
tried to call him to account for his opinions at the January meeting of 
the central committee whose majority decision—against Mr Djilas—he 
had subsequently accepted. He said he had refused to answer the con- 
trol committee’s questions and had contested the legality of the pro- 
ceedings. 

25 Dec.—Mr Dedijer. Mr Dedijer was prevented by the Belgrade 
University authorities from lecturing to his students. He protested to the 
Yugoslav National Assembly. 

27 Dec.—Mr Kardelj, acting chairman of the Federal Executive 
Council in Marshal Tito’s absence in India, referred in a speech in 
Sarajevo to the two ‘bankrupt politicians’ who had abandoned all 
feeling of responsibility to their own people and who now hoped ‘by 
evoking the services of The Times and the New York Times to become 
political figures again.’ He accused them of striving by ‘false democratic 
phrases’ to ruin the way to real Socialist democracy in Yugoslavia. 

Foreign Debts. Mr Vukmanovic-Tempo, Vice-President, speaking at 
the opening of Parliament, referred to Britain’s agreement to defer Yugo- 
slavia’s repayment of her debts and called for a meeting of international 
creditors to discuss an extension of repayment dates. He spoke favour- 
ably of economic relations with all Yugoslavia’s main trading partners 
except west Germany whom he criticized because of the failure of 
recent Yugoslav-west German discussions to settle Yugoslavia’s pre- 
war and war claims. 

28 Dec.—Mr Dedijer. Mr Dedijer was prevented from holding a 
proposed press conference. The Department of Internal Affairs said 
it would be an illegal meeting and journalists were advised to stay away. 
Secret police barred entry to Mr Dedijer’s home. 

The Federal Council unanimously approved a proposal to lift Mr 
Dedijer’s parliamentary immunity from arrest, after the State Prosecutor 
had demanded that he should be made available to answer charges 
under Article 118 of the criminal code (concerned with ‘hostile pro- 
paganda’). 

The executive committee of the Communist Party announced that 
Mr Dedijer had been suspended from all posts in the Party pending a 
final decision by the central committee. 

29 Dec.—Gen. Dapcevic, Chief of Staff of the Yugoslav Army, in a 
letter to Borba, dissociated himself from both Mr Dedijer and Mr 
Djilas, saying that although they were old friends he could consider 
them only as ‘foreign agents’ whose acts he ‘detested as much as any 
other citizen of this country’. 

30 Dec.—A ‘criminal investigation’ was opened in the Belgrade 
district court against Mr Dedijer and Mr Djilas under Article 118 of 
= criminal code. It was announced that both defendants remained at 
iberty. 
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Yugoslavia (continued) 

5 Jan.—Yugoslav-Soviet Trade Agreement (see U.S.S.R.). 

United States. The United States signed an agreement to seni 
Yugoslavia 425,000 tons of wheat, thereby increasing American 
deliveries to 850,000 tons, to tide the country over her worst harvest 
since 1918. The American Embassy announced that the United States 
would also send cotton valued at $10 m. The wheat and dollars would 
be paid for in Yugoslav currency and the proceeds used for Yugoslay 
defence under balance of payments arrangements. 


INDEX FOR VOL. 10 


The index for Vol. 10 (1954) is in preparation. It is hoped to publish 
it in March. 


INFORMATION DEPARTMENT MEMORANDA 


In the course of its work, the Information Department of Chatham 
House from time to time prepares short factual memoranda. The 
following are examples: 


Title Date of Completion Price 
Lisya: A Background Note December 1954 Is. 6d. 


ORGANIZATION FOR EUROPEAN 
ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 
(OEEC): Basic Information 
(revised December 1954) 20 December 1954 6d. 


PaNaMa: Background to the Pre- 
sent Political Situation January 1955 6d. 


Except in the United States, orders for these memoranda, 
which are mimeographed, must be sent direct to the Informa- 
tion Department, Royal Institute of International Affairs, 
Chatham House, 10 St James’s Square, London, S.W.1 (not to 
booksellers) accompanied by the exact payment. It is regretted 
that no exception can be made to this condition. 

In the United States, these memoranda may be obtained through the 
Royal Institute of International Affairs, New York Publications 
Office, 345 East 46th Street, New York 17, N.Y., U.S.A. 
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